
A closer look at

By 2040, if no action is taken, cervical cancer deaths are 
expected to double across the region.

The problem
HPV infection rates are 
increasing and few of the 
effective prevention tools 
are currently implemented 
on a large scale in the 
region.

What works

% HPV prevalence
Across MENA countries, 
between 0.2% and 13.9% 
of people are estimated to 
have HPV.
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School-based national 
HPV immunization 
programs for both girls 
and boys, increased 
cervical cancer screening 
coverage rates, and well-
designed health 
education programs are 
all critical parts of a 
comprehensive approach 
to eliminating HPV and 
cervical cancer.

Future deaths
If we don't take action now, 
43 women will die each 
day from cervical cancer in 
the MENA region by 2040.
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This data is based on the International Agency for Research on Cancer's Globocan estimates for the year 2018 in 185 countries or territories. We compiled the data from the 
MENA region (using the UNAIDS definition) together to come up with these numbers. Sources: who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs380/en, www.hpvcentre.net, globocan.iarc.fr, 

cdc.gov/hpv, fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm622715.htm, http://www.unaidsmena.org/Egypt/en/countries-regions/page/582

Estimates from 2020 - 2040

HPV in the
Middle East & North Africa

Cervical cancer rates
Incidence and mortality 
rates across the region 
can vary. Between 1.2 and 
21.9 out of every 100,000 
women die due to cervical 
cancer each year.

HPV vaccines are truly wonderful inventions. Our challenge is to ensure 
that all girls globally are vaccinated against HPV and that every woman 
over 30 is screened and treated for pre-cancerous lesions. To achieve 
that, we need innovative technologies and strategies. But to succeed, we 
need everyone on board.

- Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General of the WHO



It is time for leaders to step up the fight against HPV and cervical 
cancer in the Middle East and North Africa
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Sources: who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs380/en, www.hpvcentre.net, globocan.iarc.fr, cdc.gov/hpv, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5479029/
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Cervical cancer across the MENA region

Join the MENA Coalition for HPV Elimination: bit.ly/menacoalition

@MENAHPVCoalition

@menahpv

hpvmena@gmail.com
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